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Dedication 

In many ways, growing up in the digital age is like exploring the new frontier for the first time. 

As a mother and son team when we began our journey, we didn't find an official guidebook or 

map to steer us, but plenty of people helped us navigate the way. Just as first-time parents 

bringing a baby home from the hospital might wish for a manual after the delivery, it’s really 

family and friends who provide the support. To all the parents out there, especially my own, 

thank you for being the first teachers in our lives; our love for learning begins at home with you. 

 

Since my college campus was like a second home, Curran and I would also like to thank all the 

undergraduate and graduate students that I have had in my classes spanning a decade, who are 

truly at the roots of our story. We’d also like to thank everyone who ever took the time to write a 

blog comment, join us on Skype calls, engage with us on social media, and inspire us to learn 

together. Your time and contributions made our connected learning journey more meaningful, 

and although countless people have supported us along the way, we’d specifically like to 

recognize and thank Hayley Brown, Jaime Donally, Derek Larson, and Sarah Thomas for being 

more than just our Personal Learning Network (PLN), but for becoming part of our online 

family. 

 

Lastly, none of this would be possible without the unwavering support from a husband and 

father, so thank you Sean/Dad for being our loudest cheerleader. And to all the contributors to 

this book — we love learning alongside you. Thank you for sharing your stories on how you 

embed digital citizenship into your everyday routines. As the saying and hashtag go, we are 

#BetterTogether! 

 

 



Preface 

DigCitKids is digital citizenship for kids by kids. DigCitKids solve real problems in local, 

global, and digital communities. 

Although Curran’s connected learning journey began when he was just a preschooler, he 

did not start DigCitKids until his first TEDxYouth talk when he was nine years old. Before that, 

he actively joined his mother, Marialice, as she prepared for and taught both her undergraduate 

and graduate teacher education courses in instructional technology. Sometimes he would attend 

classes and work with the teacher candidates; other times he’d get involved with edtech projects 

at home like Skype calls and Twitter chats with classrooms around the world. It was a natural 

progression that began side-by-side, as a mother and son blog, which ultimately developed into 

DigCitKids. At the TEDxYouth event, Curran noticed that he was the youngest student speaker 

and questioned why a youth event only had high school students and adults talking about student 

voice. This was the impetus behind starting DigCitKids as a way to ensure that students, even 

our youngest learners, had opportunities to inspire and empower other students.  

As the Chief Kid Officer (CKO) of DigCitKids, Curran’s message highlights, “The next 

CEO is a kid,” and that we are waiting too long to engage kids into making a DigCitImpact1 

where they think globally and act locally. This call to action reminds us that digital citizenship 

isn’t just a lesson plan; digital citizenship is something we can and need to embed into 

everything we do at school, at home, and at work. 

Curran is currently a sixth grader who plays hockey, soccer, and basketball; he’s a gamer, 

as well as an international speaker and a student Ignite speaker at ISTE. 

He is also a two-time TEDxYouth speaker, and his talk has been used as professional 

development for educators as a way to encourage connected learning for students everywhere: 

“If you want us to learn about the world, we need to learn with the world.” 

Unfortunately, Curran is a connected learner in an unconnected classroom; his definition of 

digital access goes beyond access to technology and has inspired him to advocate for connected 

learning opportunities in classrooms around the world. Inspired by Africa’s Next CEO 



conference, 2  Curran believes the next CEO is a kid, so we need to provide access for connected 

learning opportunities for all  students everywhere. 

This book is a compilation of stories, starting with our own mother and son story, and 

shares examples from both parents and educators on how they embed digital citizenship at home 

and in the classroom. The stories highlight how learning together and talking with kids — not at 

kids — is something we all can do, every single day. 

 
 

1 DigCitImpact: when digital citizenship is embedded into everything we do by changing mindsets through an 
empathic, entrepreneurial, inclusive and innovative mindset. 

2 Africa's Next CEO. www.facebook.com/AfricasNextCEO/ 
 

 



Foreword 

Let’s start with the meaning of the title of this book, which also explains how all the 

authors were gathered for this compilation. DigCitKids is about our youngest generation 

understanding and being guides in the explorations of the online world and learning side-by-side 

with parents, educators, and other kids how to be responsible digital citizens online. 

More than a decade ago, Marialice embarked on her journey as a promoter of the concept 

of digital citizenship. As her son Curran began to explore the online world side-by-side with his 

mom, he too became an advocate and leader in the digital citizenship movement, eventually 

traveling with his mom worldwide to sponsor digital citizenship events, and taking on at a young 

age keynoting at local and international conferences, in addition to becoming one of the youngest 

TEDxYouth speakers. 

Through their journey together, the mother-and-son team met with and collaborated with a 

host of people, also leaders in the digital citizenship movement. As Curran noted early on, kids 

also need to be at the forefront of this movement, and the contributors to this collaborative work 

commonly espouse giving ownership of the movement to the young generation. 

In this book, you will read powerful stories told by digital citizenship believers worldwide, 

stretching as far as India, Australia, Nigeria, Spain, Scotland, Mexico, as well as within the 

United States. That this movement has spread worldwide is attributed largely to the unwavering 

support of Marialice and Curran to see their dream of working side-by-side globally, locally, and 

digitally result in a new generation of responsible, caring digital citizens.  

By learning side-by-side as you go through this book, you will witness powerful personal 

stories of global connectedness and digital responsibility, as well as take away practical ideas 

you can implement with your own children, children in schools, and children in our 

communities. You will learn ways to make today’s children global leaders and will partner with 

people to guide your journey. The authors offer links to a wealth of resources and varied ways to 

stay in touch with them. So begin your journey now, exploring paths to enhance your skills as a 



digital citizenship advocate and tour guide. Welcome aboard to your personalized and connected 

learning venture, and stay in touch with the authors both while reading the book and beyond. 

 

Judy Arzt, Ph.D.  

Instructional Technology Professor 

 

 



DigCitKids: Our Story 

Dr. Marialice B.F.X. Curran and Curran Dee, United States 

Digital Citizenship Institute 1  and DigCitKids2 

 

Marialice and her son, Curran are internationally recognized as a mother/son team. As 

digital citizenship pioneers, they promote connected learning through global collaboration as a 

way to educate and empower local, global, and digital communities. Professionally, Marialice 

has served as an associate professor, middle school teacher, and principal, and is a champion of 

student voice.  

Parenting and Teaching in the Digital Age 

Marialice 

Parenting in the digital age is not as much about the technology as it is about parenting. It’s 

not just about monitoring, it’s about mentoring. You don’t need to be a technology expert, you 

need to be a parent — and just as my parents taught me life skills like how to tie my shoes, ride a 

bike, and learn to cross the street, I learned all these things by doing them with  my parents by my 

side, modeling, and teaching me. These same rules apply to parenting in the digital age. I literally 

and figuratively held (and continue to hold) the back of Curran’s bike seat as he learns how to 

balance and become independent both on and offline. 

 

As Claudio Zavala (the author of Chapter 8) and I once discussed on Voxer, a walkie-talkie 

app, 3  I like to think of parenting in the digital age as learning how to ride a bike. Our first 

experience on a bike might be on a seat that, these days, can either be on the handlebars, behind 

the parent’s seat, or in a pop-up tent that rides behind the parent’s bike. Riders then graduate and 

learn to balance on bikes without pedals, which leads to pedal bikes and sometimes our biking 

experience might also include tricycles, big wheels, bikes with training wheels, and 

tandem/buddy bikes. There are so many biking options like unicycles, adapted bicycles for 

http://digcitinstitute.com/
http://www.digcitkids.com/


mobility and special needs, bikes that you can pedal with your arms, dirt bikes, touring bikes, 

off-road bikes, mountain bikes, hybrids, or cruisers that make learning to ride a bike accessible 

for all.  

Recently, I shared this analogy during a keynote highlighting the underlying message 

about the power of continuously learning together, side-by-side. Just like learning how to ride a 

bike, we all learn in our own way, at our own pace on a bike that meets our needs. I can close my 

eyes and see my neighborhood where I learned how to ride my bike. I can feel and anticipate the 

pitch of the driveway, the curves in the sidewalk, and even the uneven surfaces that I tried to 

avoid. I was a late bloomer and remember “walking my bike” to the neighbors’ so I could park it 

with the pile of other bikes. I also remember my parents, neighbors, and friends holding the back 

of my seat, running next to me, encouraging me and giving me advice on how to balance the bike 

on my own—and I can hear them all cheering the day that I finally was riding solo!  

The expression it takes a village  is just as relevant today as it was when I was growing up. 

Just like the “neighborhood watch” when I was a kid, we still need our neighborhood to guide us 

both on and offline, to model how to navigate and balance the challenges we all face in life. Just 

like riding a bike, we all need to learn the rules of the road with a community by our side, so that 

one day when we find ourselves on a new road or path, we’ll be better prepared for whatever lies 

ahead.  

This is exactly how our mother and son digital citizenship journey began. In many ways, 

our story is what personalized learning looks like in action at home. We share our story not as a 

one-size-fits-all type of model, but as an inspiration for you to do and learn things in your own 

way, with your community by your side at home, at school, and at work. 

Just like learning how to ride a bike, our children need us to run 

next to them as they figure out how to balance and be independent. 

As part of digital parenting, it is critical for our children to have 

someone holding the back of the bike seat as they set out on their 

online journey. 

 



The Beginning of Our Mother and Son Digital Citizenship Journey 

Marialice 

It all began very naturally. At home, we went on nature walks, conducted science 

experiments, and learned everything we could about dinosaurs and animals. I took the lead from 

my son, and our adventures were about instilling wonder, curiosity, and awe about the world 

around us. We’d pack our explorer’s backpack with a compass, bug boxes, magnifying lens, 

nets, coloring pencils, a journal, binoculars, and animal identification tracking books (in case we 

needed to identify a paw print). Our adventures were about learning together, and one question 

led us to other questions. Since our extended families lived in other parts of the country, in the 

summer of 2012, we decided to start a blog4  so our families could learn with us. Adventures with 

the Explorer’s Backpack is the first time we began to document our mother and son story 

together side-by-side, but our adventures began long before we started to blog.  

As a mom of a toddler, I was also the faculty member on record in the School of Education 

for the Educational Technology program at the University of Saint Joseph in West Hartford, 

Connecticut. In my role as a professor, I began to blog professionally by 2011, and it wasn’t long 

before I was blogging about the Utter Joy of Curiosity  and the adventures with my son as a way 

to help my elementary preservice teachers understand the importance of teaching social studies 

and science. As I balanced the demands of working and motherhood, there were times out of 

necessity that I had to bring my son with me to class when he was a baby, toddler, and young 

child. Sometimes he’d be nuzzled into my neck, not interested in engaging with my students or 

colleagues, and other times, he engaged actively in the group work happening in class. Over the 

years, he became a regular on campus, and in many ways, my university became like a second 

home to him as he joined both undergraduate and graduate students in ongoing projects. 

In the beginning, in most public situations, he hid behind me, barely made eye contact, and 

was painfully shy and mute; but in my classroom, he was an active observer who would eagerly 

participate in the classroom activities. My classes were untraditional, and teacher candidates 

were live tweeting or on a Skype call or Google Hangout with our iMentors,6  experts who were 

virtual mentors to provide connected learning opportunities as part of field observations and 

practicums. It was generally busy and loud, but he’d inevitably join a small group and would 

https://mbfxc.wordpress.com/2011/04/03/the-utter-joy-of-curiosity/
http://www.irma-international.org/viewtitle/74916/


learn alongside my undergraduate and graduate students on the assignment for the day. Although 

he didn’t usually speak in these classes, he was always thoroughly engaged. 

This was also evident at home where he was interested in helping me prepare to teach my 

courses. He wanted to know about the projects happening and sat right next to me, learning 

side-by-side. My undergraduate and graduate students were blog buddies with many classroom 

blogs, and each week we’d leave comments for the student bloggers. At home, he visited the 

classroom blogs and helped me compose comments. Looking back at our journey together, 

there’s no surprise that he became actively involved with my work. 

 

Curran 

Before I was in school, we always did things together whether it was going on adventures, 

blogging, trying out new edtech tools, Twitter chats, Skype calls, or online conferences. Learning 

was something we did together, and a lot of the learning began outside, like when we were in 

San Diego and we were comparing and contrasting the East Coast and West Coast or when I 

went lobstering with my friend children’s author, Jerry Pallotta.7  What started offline was shared 

online, and everything was a teachable moment.  

I attended undergraduate and graduate courses where I worked on projects with my mom’s 

students. Some projects were online, and we used tech tools, and other projects were science 

experiments or social studies adventures like Geocaching . 8  We Skyped with classrooms, and that 

was always fun because we met a lot of people and learned a lot of things. Some of those online 

connections eventually became what we called, my online neighborhood watch too. With my 

mom, I picked trusted adults in my online life that I could turn to if I ever needed help, just like 

we did with neighbors who live near us. 

 

 

--- 

 

[end of preview] 

https://www.geocaching.com/play

